TABLES
instillations were performed according to the following methods. For inhalation exposure, the mice were dynamically exposed to 0.5 mg/m 3 SO 2 in a inhalation chamber for 6 h/day for 28 days. The SO 2 gas was diluted with air at the intake port of exposure chamber to obtain the desired concentration, and the mixed gas was uniformly distributed among the whole chamber by two perforated gas dispersion plates, with one being placed on the intake port and the other one on gas outlet connected to an aspirator pump. The SO 2 concentration in the exposure chamber was measured using a real-time SO 2 monitor (Wandi, China), and exhausted gas was absorbed by an alkali absorption device. For instillation exposure, the mice were exposed with PM 2.5 at 1 mg/kg every other day for 28 days. Correspondingly, vehicle control animals were continually exposed to filtered air using the same protocol in the other exposure chamber. During the exposure period, the animals, together with their cages, were placed in the exposure chamber and the mice were as free as they are under normal circumstances, except for access to water and food. After the treatments, the mice were sacrificed 18 h after their last exposure. Their cortices were removed, quickly frozen in liquid nitrogen and stored at -80°C until further analysis.
Real-time quantitative reverse transcription-PCR analysis
Briefly, total RNA was isolated, quantified and synthesized to complementary DNA (cDNA) using TRIzol Reagent (Invitrogen, USA) and a reverse transcription kit (Qiagen 
